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Fig. 1. Semicassis bondarevi, spec. nov. Holotype, 49.3 x 29.6 mm. Dorsal (left) and ventral view (right).

Remarks

Nothing is known about the ränge of Semicassis bondarevi, but it is probably confined to the Western
Indian Ocean. Till now it has not been found at the East African coast.

The new species in its general shape resembles Semicassis microstoma von Martens, 1903, but can be
easily distinguished by its smaller size, its thinner shell and leighter weight, more pronounced sculpture

and the lack of color bands.

Semicassis iimbilicata (Pease, 1860), an endemic species from the Hawaiian chain to Midway Island,

possesses a very similar inner lip to S. bondarevi n. sp., but can be distinguished at a glance in all his other

morphological details.

In the Saya de Malha Bank 2 further species of Semicassis have been found, i. e. Semicassis c. f. bisculcata

(Schubert & Wagner, 1829) and Semicassis c. f. bulla (Habe, 1961). The 2 specimens from the Saya de
Malha Bank figured in this paper are both very thick shelled and possess a strong and high final varix.

Etymology. We dedicate this species to Igor Bondarev, Sevastopol, Ucraina, who kindly donated the

holotype.

References

Bondarev I. & Röckel 1992. The shells of Saya de Malha Bank.- La Conchiglia 262 (1): 21-34

Fig. 2. Left. Semicassis bondarevi, spec. nov. Paratype 1. Right. Semicassis microstoma (von Martens, 1903), off Somalia.

Dorsal (above) and ventral views (below).

Fig. 3. Semicassis cf. bisulcata (Schubert & Wagner, 1829), Saya de Malha Bank, 29.9 mm. Dorsal (left) and ventral view
(right).
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Fig. 4. Semicassis cf. bulla (Habe, 1961), Saya de Malha Bank, 56.2 mm. Dorsal (left) and ventral view (right).

Fig. 5. Left. Semicassis glabmta (Dunker, 1852), Cebu, Philippines, 62.3 mm. Right. Semicassis bulla (Habe, 1961), Cebu,
Philippines, 50 mm. Both ventral views.
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